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‘Going Back
And Visiting
Friends’
News, Page 3

Simone Unwalla poses with a fan and a friend at a
reception for Great Falls Elementary students staged by
families of the Eisugakkan School in Fukuyama, Japan.
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Kyle Knight Insurance Agency, Inc.
11736 Bowman Green Dr. • Reston, VA
703-435-2300 • Across from Reston Town Center

Save money
on car insurance,

then use it for gas.
Switch to State Farm® and you could save big with one

of our many discounts. Hurry in (but don’t speed).

statefarm.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
STATE FARM IS THERE.™

Se Habla Español • statefarm.com

Heidi Herbst, DDS
Howard Mitnick, DDS

Nooshin Monajemy, DDS

Sterling, VA

703-444-3710
www.sterlingVAsmiles.com

•Bleaching   •Special Needs Patients
•Nitrous Oxide   •Cosmetic Restorations 
•Wi-Fi Available   •IV Sedation Available

Pediatric & General
Dentistry

Dental Care with
The Gentle Touch!

NEW! LASER procedure for fillings.
Many pediatric patients can be

treated without novocaine!

Time to schedule
your child’s cleaning

during
Summer Vacation!

News

Man Dies
In Grand
Canyon
Bryce Gillies was
found in remote
area of North Rim.

Bryce Gillies
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O
n the morning of Satur-
day, July 25, search
teams found the body of

McLean High School graduate
Bryce Gillies on the North Rim of
the Grand Canyon, according to
press releases from the National
Park Service. Rangers had been
searching for him for days.

The Park Service received a call
from Gillies’ father on the evening
of Tuesday, July 21, saying that the
20-year-old Northern Arizona Uni-
versity student had left for the
Deer Creek-Thunder River area of
the canyon on the previous Satur-
day after reading about the trip in
a magazine. He had planned to
return on Monday but did not, the
father said.

The next morning, rangers
found Gillies’ car parked at a
trailhead between the developed
area of the North Rim and the
Tuweep section of the canyon.
Gillies had not filed for a
backcountry permit.

With no knowledge of his plans,
search teams covered a large area,
from the Deer Creek area to
Tapeats Creek and down to the
river, press releases said. On the
morning of July 25, searchers dis-
covered personal items, including
a backpack, in the remote Bonita
Creek drainage area and narrowed
their search.

They found Gillies at about 9:30
a.m. at the top of a 100-foot drop,
less than half a mile from the
confluence of Bonita Creek and the
Colorado River.

About 50 National Park Service
personnel, as well as volunteers
with the Grand Canyon and two
other area parks, participated in
the search.

Proud to Serve our Communities…

www.connectionnewspapers.com
703•821•5050

Serving
Washington’s
Premier Suburban
Communities

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Communities
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Advertisers:
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Campaigns
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By Mike DiCicco

The Connection

F
or Lisa Hodge and several other
Great Falls Elementary parents
and graduates, last month’s trip to
Japan wasn’t the first. “This time,

it felt like we were going back and visiting
friends,” Hodge said.

Graduating students of the school’s Japa-
nese Immersion Program and their families
have been making a summer trip to Japan
for a number of years, but when Hodge took
the trip four years ago with her older child’s
class, former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s
wife Akie introduced the group to the
Eisugakkan School in Fukuyama. The two
became sister schools and an exchange pro-
gram began the next summer.

Now, Hodge said, Great Falls Elementary
has spent four years forging relationships
with the Japanese school and the former
first couple. Each spring, Japanese teens
from the Eisugakkan School stay with Great
Falls families, and the Great Falls Elemen-
tary graduates spend two nights of their
time in Japan with families of Eisugakkan
students.

Hodge’s son Corey, who just graduated
from Great Falls Elementary, said he hoped
the children of the family he had stayed with
would stay at his house one day, although
he said they probably wouldn’t be old
enough for another eight years or so. His
older brother and sister also went along on
the trip, staying with another family, whose
daughter will visit the Hodges’ house in
March.

Another older sibling along for the trip
was Simone Unwalla’s sister Alexis, who
revisited the family she had stayed with
three years ago. Their daughter had then
stayed at her house in Great Falls two years
ago. “So it was really cool to see them
again,” Alexis Unwalla said.

Lisa Hodge said the relationships formed
on the trips often continued and gave the
students another reason to improve their
Japanese language skills and another op-
portunity to use the language. And, she said,
“It’s an awesome experience when you’re
studying a language to see the country
where the language is used and be able to
use it in that country.”

Corey Hodge said the parents in the fam-
ily he stayed with knew a lot of English,
but their children, who were 5 and 6, knew

only a little. However, he said, between their
English and his Japanese, they were able
to communicate.

He said the home stay was one of his fa-
vorite parts of the trip. The family he stayed
with took him to a barbecue at a cousin’s
house, a museum and a festival. The mu-
seum included a replica of an ancient Japa-
nese village, while the festival featured cel-
ebrants with drums on their shoulders and
about 20 people carrying a large, unidenti-
fied golden object. “And they looked like
they were going to collapse,” he said.

Other highlights, he said, included a visit
to the wooded and temple-studded island
of Miyajima and climbing the nearly 1,100-
foot Tokyo Tower, even though he is afraid
of heights.

Lainey Fallon pounds rice into mochi, which is used to make rice cakes,
while Mike Clemson and Lili and Clayton Barber look on.

Photos Contributed

Students and parents pose for a picture atop Mount Misen on Miyajima Island.

‘Going Back and Visiting Friends’ “Their baseball games
are just like ours, but the
crowd is, believe it or not,
more into it than we are.”

— Daraius Unwalla

Families of Great Falls Elementary Japanese
Immersion Program students visit Japan, familiar faces.

News

See Language,  Page 10

By Kenneth Burchfiel

The Connection

T
he Fairfax County population has
nearly doubled since 1979, and
its residents have experienced

three different recessions in that period.
But throughout the last 30 years, the
Great Falls Construction Company has re-
mained focused on home construction
for area residents.

“We’re certainly proud of the record”
that the company has created, chairman
Roger Blattberg said.

The construction company specializes
in custom home building in the North-
ern Virginia area, according to Blattberg.
It performs design-builds, in which the

company both plans out and constructs
homes, and land purchase evaluations.

“We’re quite diversified, and that’s a good
[thing],” Blattberg said. The company also
does home renovations.

Although the Fairfax County region has
expanded as a whole, the chairman said that
“the character of Great Falls hasn’t
changed,” and that the construction process
has not deviated much for the company over
the last 30 years. One important develop-
ment, however, has been the adoption of
environmentally friendly technology in
home design.

“We really all have to get on board this
green revolution,” Blattberg said. He men-
tioned solar hot water heating, improved
insulation and geothermal heating as com-

Builder Celebrates
30 Years of Business

See 30 Years,  Page 11

Great Falls Construction Company
focuses on green technology, efficiency.

Photo contributed by the Great Falls Construction Company

The Great Falls Construction Company has performed design-build
construction, in which they both plan and build new homes.

ponents of green construction.  The advan-
tages of an environmentally friendly home,
according to Blattberg, go beyond the en-

vironment, as “people enjoy the benefits of
[a] more efficient house.”
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News

Mortgage Fraud
U.S. District Court Judge Anthony J. Trenga sentenced Richard

A. Forde, 51 of Great Falls, last week to 42 months in prison for a
mortgage fraud scheme.

Forde, also known as Euburn Richard Forde, was ordered to
pay $1.11 million in restitution.

Forde, an educational consultant, owned a residence on Leigh
Mill road in Great Falls, and fraudulently obtained a $3.9 million
mortgage loan from Lehman Brothers Bank so Alladean M.
Allobaidy could buy property from Forde.

Court records state that Forde was in bankruptcy at the time of
the sale to Allobaidy, and the two, along with mortgage broker
David Freelander, withheld information about the financial terms
of the sale in the loan application, according to Dana Boente,
U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia. When the mort-
gage went into default, a Lehman Brothers Bank affiliate reclaimed
the property and sold it at a $1.1 million loss.

In addition, when Forde went into bankruptcy, he, Freelander
and bankruptcy attorney Leslie W. Lickstein caused several liens
to be placed on the property without permission from the bank-
ruptcy court. The liens were paid off with settlement money, which
should have been available to pay off creditors in the Forde bank-
ruptcy case, according to Boente, Joseph Persichini Jr., of the FBI’s
Washington Field Office, and W. Clarkson McDow Jr., United States
Trustee.

A federal jury convicted Forde in February 2009 of conspiracy,
bankruptcy fraud and bank fraud.

Lickstein, a former president of the Northern Virginia Bank-
ruptcy Bar Association, was sentenced to 12 months and one day
in prison on Aug. 30, 2007. Allobaidy, the buyer of the property,
was sentenced on April 27, 2007, to 15 months in prison and
Freelander, the mortgage broker, was sentenced on Sept. 22, 2008
to 48 months in prison.

The FBI investigated the case, which was prosecuted by Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Thomas H. McQuillan and Special Assistant
U.S. Attorney Dennis Early of the Office of the United States
Trustee.

— Ken Moore

Two Charged in
Mailbox Incident

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department fire investigators
charged two 19-year-old McLean residents, of Fox Hall Road and
of Hazel Lane, with placing and exploding an incendiary device
in a mailbox, Friday, July 24, 2009: one was charged with manu-
facture and use of a fire bomb or explosive device, burning or
destroying personal property valued at less than $200 and carry-
ing a concealed weapon, while the other was charged with manu-
facture and use of a fire bomb or explosive device.

The improvised incendiary device was placed in a mailbox re-
sulting in less than $200 in damage to the mailbox.

Week in Great Falls

T
he Great Falls Optimist
Club and its officers were
honored recently by Op-

timist International for successes
during the past year. The Club re-
ceived both Honor Club and Dis-
tinguished Club awards for com-
pleting several successful projects
and for significantly increasing the
size of its membership.

On hand for the award presen-
tations were Fairfax County Super-
visor John W. Foust (D-
Dranesville) and Past Optimist In-
ternational Vice President David
Griffiths. “There is no way the
county could do everything that
organizations like yours provide to
the community,” Foust said. “We
are very appreciative of all the ser-
vices and activities you provide.”

The Great Falls Optimist Club is
a child-centered non-profit orga-
nization that focuses on support-
ing, encouraging and challenging
children to reach greater heights.
A voluntary organization, the club
is always interested in welcoming
new members and volunteers.
Among the many annual family-
oriented events sponsored or as-
sisted by the club are the Spring
Festival and Egg Hunt, the Fall
Spooktacular at Halloween, and
the Fourth of July celebration in
Great Falls.

Anyone interested in joining the
Great Falls Optimist Club or vol-
unteering at specific events may
contact President Calvert Thomp-
son at 571-212-2982,
Calvert@CalvertRejuvenations.com;
or Membership Chair Mindy

Contributed

Supervisor John Foust (D-Dranesville) presents the award
to past Club President Lisa Jackson.

Great Falls Optimist Club,
Officers Honored

Mitchell, mindy@bigplanet.com.
Contributions can be mailed to P.O.
Box 233, Great Falls, VA 22066.

T
he Great Falls Optimist
Club elected the follow
ing slate of officers for

2009-2010: Calvert Thompson,
president; Dan Smith, vice presi-
dent; and Julie Casso, vice presi-
dent for youth programs. Scott
Coolidge was appointed secretary
and Eve Chapman was appointed
to a second term as treasurer. Joda
Coolidge will assume the new po-
sition of director of community
outreach while Mindy Mitchell will
continue as director of member-
ship and Candace Campbell will
continue as director of public re-
lations.

“The Club has grown consider-
ably during the past few years, and
taken on new and significant
projects. We’ve been able to sup-
port a wide range of wonderful
programs ranging from Reach for

College and Kidz Clubhouse to
Little League and Hopecam. I plan
to build on that success and mo-

mentum in the year ahead,” said
Calvert Thompson.

The Great Falls Optimist Club is
a child-centered non-profit orga-
nization that focuses on support-
ing, encouraging and challenging
children to reach greater heights.
A voluntary organization, the club
is always interested in welcoming
new members and volunteers.

If interested in joining the Great
Falls Optimist Club or volunteer-
ing at specific events, contact
President Calvert Thompson at
5 7 1 - 2 1 2 - 2 9 8 2
(Calvert@CalvertRejuvenations.com)
or Membership Chair Mindy
Mitchell at mindy@bigplanet.com.
Contributions can be mailed to P.O.
Box 233, Great Falls, VA 22066.
For more information about the
Club, visit its Web site at
www.greatfallsoptimist.org.

Contributed

 Calvert Thompson

New Officers Elected

For more information about the
club, visit
www.greatfallsoptimist.org.

To have community events listed in
the Connection, send to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

THURSDAY/AUG. 6
Lunch with Congressman Frank

R. Wolf, 10th District of
Virginia. 11:30 a.m. at the Hilton
Washington Dulles Airport. Wolf
will present his 2009 Report to the
Committee for Dulles.
info@committeefordulles.org.

Ken Cuccinelli for Attorney
General Fundraiser. 6-8 p.m.
at 4710 Benjamin Cross Court,
Chantilly. $100. 703-766-0635 or
NorthernVirginiaGOP.com.

MONDAY/AUG. 10
Breakfast Reception for Barbara

Comstock, Candidate for
Delegate for 34th District,
with Newt Gingrinch. 8 a.m. at

6038 Crimson Court, McLean,
hosted by The Hon. Peter
Fitzgerald and Lisa Vogt. $100.
Reserve at 703-201-7776 or
gretchen@gretchenmoss.com. Visit
www.comstockfordelegate.com.

THURSDAY/AUG. 13
Vienna Tysons Chamber of

Commerce Monthly Lunch.
11:30 a.m. at Fleming’s Prime
Steakhouse & Wine Bar, 1960-A
Chain Bridge Road, McLean.
Speaker: John Gilstrap, author of
No Mercy. 703-281-1333 or
www.vtrcc.org.

Republican National Hispanic
Assembly Convention with
RNC Chairman Michael Steele,
former Commerce Secretary Carlos
Gutierrez and Bob McDonnell.
Crowne Plaza Tysons Corner, 1960
Chain Bridge Road, McLean. $150.
202-984-9153 or
NorthernVirginiaGOP.com.

Bulletin Board
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News

Language regarding setbacks along Georgetown Pike
ended up getting scrapped, but the Comprehensive Plan
now recognizes Georgetown Pike’s official historic status.
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Great Falls Plan
Changes Approved
Supervisors pass
five changes to
area’s plan.

A
t its July 13 meeting,
the Board of Supervi-
sors approved five
amendments to the

county’s Comprehensive Plan re-
garding the Great Falls area. The
amendments were the result of a
months-long process, beginning
with residents’ nominations for
changes to the plan, which then
worked their way through a citi-
zen task force and the Planning
Commission. Most amendments
that made it to the supervisors’
desks were modified along the
way.

Unlike most proposed plan
amendments, almost all of those
suggested for Great Falls were not
to enable new development but
were aimed at protecting the en-
vironment and the character of the
community.

The one exception is the addi-
tion of language to the Compre-
hensive Plan encouraging the ex-
ploration of possible sites for a
community center in Great Falls.

Other amendments approved by
the supervisors include an addi-
tion to the plan that strongly en-
courages the burying of all utility
lines associated with any new de-
velopment or redevelopment, as
well as wording that notes that
Georgetown Pike has been desig-
nated as a Virginia Byway and is
eligible for listing on the Virginia
Landmarks Register and the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.

The original proposal was to
encourage setbacks of 100 to 150

feet along the road, and the Area
Plan Review Task Force appointed
by Supervisor John Foust (D-
Dranesville), which initially vetted
all proposals, suggested that the
plan simply encourage setbacks in
keeping with the corridor’s historic
and scenic character. County staff,
however, said such a standard was
subjective, and the plan already
called for rigorous examination of
any development proposals along
Georgetown Pike. The Planning
Commission agreed.

The board also approved an
amendment encouraging the use
of pervious and semi-pervious
materials for paved areas, such as
walkways, driveways, parking lots
and patios, throughout the com-
munity.

In addition, the “Environment”
section of the plan’s overview for
the Upper Potomac Planning Dis-
trict, which runs from the Potomac
River to Route 50, was updated to
more accurately describe the en-
vironment and reflect current en-
vironmental policy.

Development-related amend-
ments were proposed for the
McLean, Vienna and Herndon ar-
eas of the Dranesville District, but
only those regarding Great Falls
made it to the Board of Supervi-
sors. The APR Task Force will be
reconvened in the fall to consider
amendments regarding possible
future developments around the
planned Route 28 Metro station
southwest of Herndon, which
were deferred.

The Comprehensive Plan does
not have the force of zoning and
is usually consulted only in the
case of an application for a rezon-
ing or special exception.

— Mike DiCicco
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Opinion

Emphasis on Lyme Well Placed
Containing Lyme disease is important to health locally.

W
ith the explosion in the local
population of deer comes a
smaller but significant explo-
sion in cases of Lyme Disease.

Lyme is transmitted to humans from deer by
way of a bite from a deer tick.

Deer ticks are tiny, and most often go unno-
ticed. The first symptoms of Lyme disease are
often a fever, flu-like aches and headache. Some-
times victims exhibit a red ring or bulls eye pat-
tern, presumably around the original tick bite.
When treated early with antibiotics, most people
recover fully.

Editorials

But untreated early, the disease can be com-
plex and difficult, according to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention: “After several

months, approximately 60 per-
cent of patients with untreated

infection will begin to have intermittent bouts of
arthritis, with severe joint pain and swelling. …
In addition, up to 5 percent of untreated patients
may develop chronic neurological complaints
months to years after infection.” This can include
problems with concentration and memory.

One of the obstacles to early treatment is the
lack of a reliable diagnostic test for Lyme disease.

Hoping for Better
W

e’ve mentioned before that we’re
suffering from election fatigue and
the summer doldrums, so like most

people, we’re not ready to focus on coming
races in November. But given the crisis state of
transportation funding, one could hope for
more from the Republican and Democratic can-
didates for governor.

Creigh Deeds’ (D) Web site, www.deedsfor
virginia.com, offers a quick link to “Issues,” but
transportation does not appear as one of his is-
sues. One might assume that a contentious pri-
mary process would have forced Deeds to have a

well-articulated plan by this point in the process.
To be fair, Deeds’ transportation “plan” ap-

pears under the issue of economic plan: “Work
with the General Assembly and local stakehold-
ers to design and pass a long-term, multi-
modal, statewide, creative transportation pro-
posal in his first year as governor.” To say this
lacks substance is a bit of an understatement.

More to come, no doubt.
Meanwhile, Bob McDonnell (R) has pro-

posed a detailed transportation plan which ac-
tually offers little more, because it includes no
new source of revenue. McDonnell’s plan

mostly appears to call for shifting money from
other priorities to transportation, also not
much of a plan. Judge for yourself at
www.bobmcdonnell.com.

More to come, no doubt.
Be sure that you’re registered to vote; besides

statewide races for governor, lieutenant governor
and attorney general, all 100 seats in the House
of Delegates are on the ballot Nov. 3. To check on
your registration, see www.sbe.virginia.gov and
click on voter information.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Letters to the EditorThis Summer See Virginia
By Margi Vanderhye

State Delegate (D-34)

W
ith August upon us we
are about to see the
annual vacation exo-

dus from Washington and North-
ern Virginia. Life slows down, traf-
fic lightens up and bags get stuffed
with casual clothes, the book you’ve
been meaning to read and toys for
kids of all ages.

This summer, the struggling
economy remains a concern not only
for families that want an escape from
the routine but also for the tourism
industry that worries about people
just deciding not to escape at all.
Fortunately, we don’t have to choose
between a great escape and a frugal
“staycation.” In beautiful Virginia,
we have options for every budget
and enough destinations that you
can fill an itinerary without leaving
the state — or even the county!

Tourism is one of Virginia’s most
powerful industries, supporting hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs and gen-
erating over $18.7 billion in visitor
spending in 2007. That same year,
tourism provided $1.2 billion in state
and local taxes for Virginia’s com-
munities. With abundant natural
beauty, historic landmarks, and rec-
reation destinations, Virginia is a

magnet for visitors from across the
country and around the world. This
summer you can visit some of the
nation’s best tourist attractions with-
out breaking the bank.

Our beaches are so popular you
are likely to run into your neighbor
at the taffy shop. Consider a side-
visit to the Virginia Institute for Ma-
rine Science in Gloucester Point
where you can hear about our cen-
turies old watermen culture and
learn how to help protect our pre-
cious Chesapeake Bay.

Williamsburg, Jamestown and
Yorktown attract visitors from every
continent, but if you wander off the
beaten path you can visit some of
the James River Plantations, and
explore lifestyles of a bygone era. In
central Virginia, Thomas Jefferson’s
Monticello and James Madison’s
Montpelier offer more than tours of
famous houses; they give us insights
into the people and the ideas that
inspired our country’s founding. And
nearby vineyards are as scenic as
their European counterparts.

For another part of our heritage,
drive down Skyline Drive or try the
Old Fiddlers Convention, which
takes place the second week of Au-
gust every year since 1935 in Galax,
Va. The renown Barter Theatre in
Abingdon, also in southwestern part

of the state, features plays all sum-
mer long. Theater lovers often stay
at the famous 19th century Martha
Washington Inn.

Whether you like the water park
at Busch Gardens or prefer rafting
at one of our scenic state parks, we
have many recreation destinations
for families who enjoy camping and
outdoor activities too, from the
ocean to the mountains.

Even with time or budget con-
straints, you can have lots of fun
right here in Fairfax County. Visit our
beautiful parks and waterfronts, or
historic destinations like Mount
Vernon, Gunston Hall or the Claude
Moore Colonial Farm at Turkey Run
in McLean. The friendly experts at
“Visit Fairfax” in Tysons Corner can
help you plan a memorable
“staycation,” and you’ll save a
bundle on gas and motel fees.

We are blessed in Virginia to live
in a state with a rich and varied his-
tory and so much natural beauty.
This summer you can discover places
that others travel long distances to
enjoy — and some that “typical”
tourists often miss. This summer,
why not enjoy a real escape while
you boost our own dynamic tourism
industry too.

Bon Voyage — or if you prefer —
y’all come!

Protect the Bay
To the Editor:

Summer for my family used to
mean heading out to the Chesa-
peake Bay with a fishing pole and
some swimming trunks. This sum-
mer, however, looks as though it
will be an aberration. Bay pollu-
tion, now reaching unbearable
heights, has resulted in more
beach closures and no-swim advi-
sories than any other previous
year. Fish are getting sick, and the
Bay’s oysters are on the precipice
of complete extinction. Dead
zones created by urban runoff
make it impossible for the ecosys-
tem to thrive. The consequences
of our careless behavior are obvi-
ous and plentiful, but the solutions
are not so easy to decipher.

The Clean Water Act is not meet-
ing its goals, thanks to laxity on
the part of the EPA and other agen-
cies. I urge Virginian politicians to
take a more rigid stand on protect-
ing our area’s most precious re-
source. Perhaps then, summer can
be a time of enjoyment and relax-
ation again, instead of a time of
worries about deadly pathogens or
endangered fish species.

Shefali Hegde
McLean

U.S. Rep. Frank Wolf (R-10th), chairman of
the bipartisan House Lyme Disease Caucus,
announced an increase in the CDC’s budget for
Lyme disease by more than $3.6 million to $8.9
million. In particular the funding will encour-
age the CDC and NIH to develop more accu-
rate diagnostic tests for Lyme, as well as more
research, record keeping and education.

The seriousness of the problem locally was
evidenced when more than 300 people turned
out for an informational meeting on Lyme dis-
ease Wolf held last year.

For more, see cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/Lyme.
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State Farm Insurance
IN GREAT FALLS

AUTO • HOME • LIFE
HEALTH • FINANCIAL SERVICES

731-C WALKER RD. • GREAT FALL, VA
State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Office Bloomington, Illinois

Like A Good Neighbor,
State Farm Is There.®

www.gstephendulaney.com

www.RobertsCarpets.com
Installation by Certified

Installers/Employees

HARDWOOD
SALE

UP TO 15% OFF

We are an authorized
agent of:

At Same Location, Under
Same Ownership

for 46 years

703-471-7120

681 Spring Street
Old Town Herndon

Hours: Mon., Tues.,
Thurs. & Fri. 9-6
Wed. 9-5, Sat 10-3

Hardwood &
Engineered Flooring

• American Exotic • BR III
• Bruce • Custom Bamboo
• Eterna • Mirage • Robbins
• Shaw • Appalachian
Sand & Finish Existing Floors

Wall-to-Wall Carpet
• Karastan • Ralph Lauren  

• Shaw • Horizon
• Mohawk

Laminate Flooring
  • Shaw        • Solida Cork  

   • Wilsonart

Vinyl
     • Armstrong

  - Sheet Goods
  - Cushion Step

Hard Surface
 • Ceramic • Granite

    • Marble • Slate

Carpet Cleaning
• Cleaning Plant on Premises

  - Washing Oriental Rugs
  - Reweaving
  - Refringing
  - Repairs

• Wall-to-Wall Carpet
  - Cleaning in Home or 

Office

Oriental Rugs
• Large Selection of Hand-

Knotted & Machine-Made
• Stair Runners

10%
OFF
10%
OFF

People

Interning at
Kennedy Center

Alexandra Mahinka

C
o

n
t
r
i
b
u
t
e
d

T
he John F. Kennedy Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts
selected Alexandra

Mahinka of Great Falls for its in-
ternship program this summer as
part of the Kennedy Center Insti-
tute for Arts Management.

Mahinka, daughter of Stephen
Paul Mahinka and Nancy Marie
Casper, is currently pursuing her
Bachelor of Arts degree from
Gettysburg College in Gettysburg,
Penn. She is a member of Alpha
Delta Pi Honor Society and has
been recognized on the Dean’s List.

As a trumpet player, Mahinka
has performed in China, Greece,
and Italy.  She has also performed
at Washington, D.C.’s Blues Alley.
Mahinka plans to attend graduate
school to study hospitality man-
agement.

While at the Kennedy Center,
Mahinka is working with the ma-
jor gifts office of development. The
office secures annual gifts and
works with Kennedy Center Trust-
ees in order to raise funds for its
annual campaign. Mahinka is gain-
ing experience by participating in
prospect identification, cultivation,
solicitation, and is assisting with
special events. Additionally, she is
working with donor stewardship,
including preparing materials for
donor correspondence.

Send School Notes to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

Andrew W. Watson of Great
Falls, a junior majoring in com-
puter engineering in the College
of Engineering, was one of 127
Hokie Ambassadors who volun-
teered for the Office of
Undergraduate Admissions at Vir-
ginia Tech during the 2008-09
academic year.

Brittany Roellig of Great
Falls, a  2007 graduate  of Lan-
gley High School, has been
named to the deans’s list for the
second  trimester at Ohio State
University.

School Notes
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Open for Dinner
Tuesday-Friday: 5 pm - 9 pm • Saturday: 4:30 pm - 9:30 pm

Sunday: 12:00 pm - 7:30 pm • Monday: Closed

703-759-3800
www.laubergechezfrancois.com

332 Springvale Road • Great Falls, Virginia 22066

L’Auberge Chez Francois is now serving lunch,
Tuesday - Friday from 11:30 am - 2 pm and

Sunday from 12 pm - 2 pm

L’Auberge
Chez François

L’Auberge
Chez François

Available for weddings, corporate and private parties

Join us at 6:30pm,
Saturday, August 8

at 11321 Beach Mill Road, Great Falls

 Free Outdoor Concert
by the Troubadour of Light

Bob Bennett in Concert

Smith Chapel UM Church
Tickets may be reserved but Walk-Ups are Welcome
240-606-4952 or SmithChapel@verizon.net

www.SmithChapelUMC.com

By Mike DiCicco

The Connection

I
n what she described as “a
very nice twist of fate,” Jamie
Scott, who grew up taking
dance lessons in her home-

town of Great Falls, made her de-
but as a professional dancer right
next door at Wolf Trap last month.

After training as an understudy
with the Merce Cunningham Dance
Company for 2 1/2 years, she was
contracted to become a full mem-
ber in July, and the troupe’s next
show happened to be at Wolf Trap
on July 14. “It’s really an honor to
be onstage with these dancers,” she
said, adding that she had been
watching the other members per-
form and longing to join them.

ON SUNDAY, JULY 26, she and
the rest of the 13-member com-
pany had just wrapped up a week
of performances at the Jacob’s Pil-
low Dance Festival when

Cunningham died at the age of 90.
Shows at Rockefeller Park, not far
from the company’s studio in West
Village, Manhattan, were still
scheduled for last weekend.

Some of Scott’s previous dance
teachers attended the performance
at Wolf Trap. “It was a real plea-
sure to see her performing onstage,
and her dance style is unmistak-
able,” said Theresa D’Alessandro,
owner of the School of Theatrical
Dance in Great Falls. “It was just
breathtaking.”

D’Alessandro taught Scott until
she was about 9, but she said her
former pupil had been a standout
even when she was very young.
“Jamie was a very focused student,
and there was no doubt that if she
wanted to do something with
dance, she would,” she said. “You’d
like to think you could teach any-
one to dance, but the truth is,
there’s something dancers are born
with that’s unmistakable and Jamie
definitely had it.” She said Scott
had always possessed the strength,
flexibility, grace and body type she
would need as a dancer.

Margaret Haddad of the Great
Falls-based Haddad Studio of Clas-
sical Ballet said she was one of
many in attendance at the perfor-
mance who were proud to have
had a role in Scott’s formative
years.

She recalled Scott as “a lovely
dancer, a lovely person and com-

mitted from a very young age.” She
said Scott consistently took the
lead roles in the studio’s dance pro-
ductions, playing Bambi, Princess
Aurora in “Sleeping Beauty” and
Clara in “The Nutcracker Suite.”

When she saw Scott perform at
Wolf Trap last month, Haddad said,
“I was choked up at that, to see her
achieve her goal.” She said Scott
would become another of the ex-
amples she sets before her young
students to show what can be
achieved through hard work.

Scott began dancing with the
Washington Ballet while attending
Langley High School, and she said
the schedule prevented her from
having the same experience of high
school as her classmates. However,
she was determined to dance pro-
fessionally. “It wasn’t a hard deci-
sion. It was something I wanted to
do more than anything,” she said.

While attending Barnard Col-
lege, she said, she had second
thoughts until, during her last se-
mester, she went to a performance
by Cunningham’s dance company.
“And I fell in love with the work
and decided, that’s what I want to
do.”

THE TROUPE was scheduled to
perform in Chicago and
Champaign, Ill. in October and
then head off for a six-week tour
of Europe. The company had just
finalized a Legacy Plan in June,

From Village Centre to International Stage
Having grown
up taking dance
locally, former
Great Falls
resident debuts
at Wolf Trap.

designed to preserve
Cunningham’s work for future gen-
erations. However, according to the
plan, Cunningham’s death is to be

Photo Contributed

Former Great Falls resident Jamie Scott performs as part
of the Merce Cunningham Dance Company.

A
 group of 40 teen actors,
ages 13 to17, presented a
production of “West Side

Story” at McLean’s Alden Theatre
on July 15 and 16. Paul Goldberg
of Great Falls played the role of
Tony, and Haley Mueller of McLean
played Maria. Riff was played by
Alex Lichtenstein, Anita by Amy
Welch and Bernardo by Kevin Weir.

The show was sold out on the
night of Wednesday, July 15 and
filled almost 300 seats the follow-
ing afternoon.

The performances were the cul-
mination of the Musical Theatre
Workshop, a four-week program
that included scene work, music
direction and choreography, as well
as additional workshops in audi-
tioning, stage combat and Latin
dance. The program is distinct in
that it allows participants to act in
a full-length production, rather
than a few chosen scenes, and in-
cludes professional sets, lighting

and costuming.
Director Meg Baber heads the

Musical Theatre Workshop, as-
sisted by music director Carla
Okouchi, choreographer Cristi

Teens Visit the ‘West Side’
Summer work-
shop production
sells out Alden
Theatre.

Photos by Lisa Helfert Photography

Keving Weir of Great Falls and Amy Welch of McLean
dance the mambo as Bernardo and Anita. Looking on are
Lucy Gunter, Timmy Moran, Hannah Engler, Ashley Ryan,
Victoria Tovig, Sierra Webb, Brooke Fulton, Becca Allen
and Molly Moran.

Tony, played by Paul Goldberg of Great Falls, and Maria,
played by Haley Mueller of McLean, meet in a dress shop.

Goldberg and artistic director
Wendy Mueller. This is the second
production for Baber and company,
with last year’s production of “Chil-
dren of Eden.”

followed by a high-profile world
tour, a final performance in New
York and the closure of the com-
pany.

Send announcements to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

THURSDAY/AUG. 6
Wolf Trap National Park for the

Performing Arts Junior Ranger
Day. 12-2:30 p.m. Activity books,
ranger-led programs including
costumes, musical instruments,
recycling, puppets, and park history.
Free. For ages 5–12. www.nps.gov/
wotr/forkids or 703-255–1893.

Yorrelle. 7 p.m. At Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. 703-255-1566
or www.jamminjava.com.

City of Fairfax Alte Kameraden
German Band. 7:30 p.m. at
Nottoway Park, 9601 Courthouse
Road, Vienna. Bring a picnic dinner,
blankets and lawn chairs. For rain
cancellation, call after 6 p.m. 703-
324-7469 or www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/performances.

FRIDAY/AUG. 7
Celtic Cross. 6:30 p.m. at the Vienna

Town Green, 144 Maple Ave., E.,
Vienna. Free. Bring a lawn chair or
blanket for seating. 703-255-6360 or
www.viennava.gov.

The Vienna Youth Players in
“Children of Eden,” 7:30 p.m. at
the Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry St., S.E., Vienna. $11 adults,
$10 students and senior citizens. 703-
255-6360 or www.viennava.gov.

Picnic Night for Vienna area 6th,
7th and 8th graders and their
families. 6 p.m. at Club Phoenix
Teen Center, in the Vienna
Community Center, 120 Cherry St.,
S.E., Vienna. Free. Families are
invited to bring a picnic dinner; each
donation of canned food or clothing
for a local charity earns a cupcake
dessert, then teens can stay over for a
movie and a best fuzzy slipper
contest. 703-255-6360 or
www.viennava.gov.

Ammar Malik and Ugly at 6:30 p.m.;
Melodime and Noah Woods at 10
p.m. At Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

The Traveling Players in Macbeth.
7:30 p.m. at Riverbend Park, 8700
Potomac Hills St., Great Falls. Bring a
chair or blanket to sit on.
Refreshments and silent auction
available.
travelingplayers.pmailus.com.

NSO@Wolf Trap: Puccini La
bohéme. 8:15 p.m. at the Filene
Center. $25-$42. Wolf Trap
Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1645 Trap Road, Vienna. 1-877-
WOLFTRAP.

SATURDAY/AUGUST 8
Ricardo Arjona, 8 p.m. at the George

Mason University Patriot Center, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. Tickets are
$40, available online at
www.ticketmaster.com or via
Phonecharge at 703-573-SEAT.
www.patriotcenter.com.

The Vienna Youth Players in
“Children of Eden,” 7:30 p.m. at
the Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry St., S.E., Vienna. $11 adults,
$10 students and senior citizens. 703-
255-6360 or www.viennava.gov.

Dining skills and etiquette class
for ages 13-17, 9:30-11:30 a.m. at
the Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry St., S.E., Vienna. Silverware
savvy, American and continental
eating styles, duties of hosts and
guests, and many other dos and
don’ts. $40 for Town of Vienna
residents and $50 for out of town
participants. 703-255-6360 or
www.viennava.gov.

Girl Authority at 12 p.m.; Gary Jules
at 7 p.m.;  Dreaming Of Eden,
Aside Oceans, No Stars Over

California and more at 10 p.m.. At
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

Woven Green. 6 p.m. at the Paladium
Civic Place Green, 1445 Laughlin St.,
McLean. Free. 703-288-9505.

The B-52s. 8 p.m. at the Filene Center.
$25-$40. Wolf Trap Foundation for
the Performing Arts, 1645 Trap Road,
Vienna. 1-877-WOLFTRAP.

Bob Bennett in Concert. 6:30 p.m. at
Smith Chapel UMC, 11318 Beach Mill
Road, Great Falls. Free. 571-434-
9680.

SUNDAY/AUG. 9
The Vienna Youth Players in

“Children of Eden,” 1 p.m. at the
Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry St., S.E., Vienna. $11 adults,
$10 students and senior citizens. 703-
255-6360 or www.viennava.gov.

Folk Music with Cletus and Lori,
6:30 p.m. at the Vienna Town Green,
144 Maple Ave., E., Vienna. Free.
Bring a lawn chair or blanket for
seating. 703-255-6360 or
www.viennava.gov.

Grey Eye Glances. 8 p.m. At Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. 703-
255-1566 or www.jamminjava.com.

Johnny Mathis. 8 p.m. at the Filene
Center. $22-$45. Wolf Trap Foundation
for the Performing Arts, 1645 Trap
Road, Vienna. 1-877-WOLFTRAP.

MONDAY/AUG. 10
Vienna area 6th, 7th and 8th

graders Celebrate National
S’mores Day, 5 p.m. at Club
Phoenix Teen Center, in the Vienna
Community Center, 120 Cherry St.,
S.E., Vienna. Free. Learn about the
history of S’mores and enjoy those
marshmallow, graham cracker and
chocolate taste treats. Club Phoenix
features a big screen TV, VCR,
jukebox, CD player, video games, pool
and ping pong tables and food area.
703-255-6360 or www.viennava.gov.

Open Mic Showcase hosted by Ron
Goad. 7 p.m. At Jammin’ Java, 227
Maple Ave. E., Vienna. 703-255-1566
or www.jamminjava.com.

TUESDAY/AUG. 11
Life Line Screening, beginning at 9

a.m. at Andrew Chapel United
Methodist Church, 1301 Trap Road,
Vienna. Package costs from $139. Call
1-877-237-1287 or
www.lifelinescreening.com for
appointments.

Hippiefest. 8 p.m. at the Filene Center.
$25-$42. Wolf Trap Foundation for
the Performing Arts, 1645 Trap Road,
Vienna. 1-877-WOLFTRAP.

WEDNESDAY/AUG. 12
Multiple Sclerosis Support Group.

7 p.m. at the Vienna Presbyterian
Church, 124 Park St., N.E., Vienna.

For anyone with multiple sclerosis
and/or their family and friends. The
group meets the second Wednesday of
every month. Free. 703-768-4841.

Johnny Mathis. 8 p.m. at the Filene
Center. $25-$45. Wolf Trap
Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1645 Trap Road, Vienna. 1-877-
WOLFTRAP.

THURSDAY/AUG. 13
The Hot Society Orchestra of

Washington, with dance music of
the 1920s, 1930s and 1940s.7:30 p.m.
at Nottoway Park, 9601 Courthouse
Rd., Vienna. Bring a picnic dinner,
blankets and lawn chairs. Free. If
there is a threat of bad weather call
703-324-SHOW after 6 p.m. for
cancellation updates.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances.

Erik Mongrain and Jimmy
Robinson. 8 p.m. At Jammin’ Java,
227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna. 703-255-
1566 or www.jamminjava.com.

Financial Planning for Separation
and Divorce. 7 p.m. at Investment
& Resource Planning, 10600
Arrowhead Drive, Suite 310, Fairfax.
$45 non-members, $35 members.
www.thewomenscenter.org or 703-
281-2657.

FRIDAY/AUG. 14
Crosby, Stills & Nash. 8 p.m. at the

Filene Center. $25-$45. Wolf Trap
Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1645 Trap Road, Vienna. 1-877-
WOLFTRAP.

The Vienna Youth Players present
the musical “Children of Eden,”
7:30 p.m. at the Vienna Community
Center, 120 Cherry St., S.E., Vienna.
$11 adults, $10 students and senior
citizens. 703-255-6360 or
www.viennava.gov.

Classic Rock to Motown with the
Sunny Daze Band, 6:30 p.m. at the
Vienna Town Green, 144 Maple Ave.,
E., Vienna. at 6:30 p.m. Free. Bring a
lawn chair or blanket for seating. 703-
255-6360 or www.viennava.gov.

Mid-Atlantic Band Battle Finals. 8
p.m. At Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. 703-255-1566 or
www.jamminjava.com.

SATURDAY/AUG. 15
Civil War Weekend. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at

the Sully Historic Site, 3650 Historic
Sully Way, Chantilly. $7 adults, $5
seniors and children; or two-day
ticket $12 adults, $8 seniors and
children. 703-437-1794 or
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/sully.

Family Fun Weekends at Colvin Run
Mill, 10017 Colvin Run Road, Great
Falls. 12-3 p.m. Hand-crank ice cream
then sample your efforts for $1.25 a
cup. Watch grinding, take a mill tour,
$6 adults, $4 children and seniors. Visit
the farm animals and play old-
fashioned games. 703-759-2771.

Photo by Abigail Albright/The Connection

Part of The Alte Kameraden (The Old Comrades), the
German Band unit of the City of Fairfax Band, during their
outdoor concert at the Palladium at McLean. They will
perform at Nottoway Park in Vienna on Thursday, Aug. 6.

Calendar
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MUSIC MASTERS
Where You’ll Love To Play

703-848-9403

Specializing in music instruction • Instrument Rentals
Monthly student performances • Popular and classical music

Music supplies and more! • Special orders welcome
Special teacher discounts • Instrument Repair

8455-H Tyco Rd. • Vienna, VA 22812

E-mail: mmasters2@aol.com • Web Site: www.music-masters.org

INSTRUMENT RENTAL

OPEN HOUSES
Saturday & Sunday, August 8th & 9th

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this Connection Newspaper.
 For more real estate listings and open houses visit www.ConnectionNewspapers.com,

click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Great Falls
(22066)

503 Arnon Lake Dr $1,225,000 Sun 1-4 Anne Dibenedetto Mcenearney 703-615-1897
322 Greenhill St $1,274,000 Sun 1-3 Samantha Bendigo Prudential Carruthers 703-628-2420

Falls Church
(22043)

7437 Timberock Rd $450,000 Sat 2-5 & Eve Shapiro Weichert 703-517-7511
Sun 1-4

McLean
(22101, 22102)

1173 Dolley Madison Blvd $100,000 8/23 1-3 William Fox Fox Residential 410-484-8618
6304 Walden Woods Ct $1,460,000 Sun 1-4 Victoria Kilcullen Washington Fine 703-915-8845
1527 Brookhaven Dr $1,649,000 Sun 1-4 Mark Mcfadden Coldwell Banker 703-216-1333
7224 Van Ness Ct $785,000 Sun 1-4 Jane Price Weichert 703-628-0470

Vienna
(22180, 22181, 22182)

9486 Virginia Center Blvd #112 $329,000 Sat 12-4 Ann Kane Ko-Am Realty 571-225-8031
10006 Donal Ln $895,900 Sun 1-4 Karen Kealoha-Bray Long & Foster 703-626-1433
1859 Amberwood Manor Ct $899,000 Sun 1-4 Karen Martins Mcenearney 703-568-6268
10032 Scenic View Ter $1,075,000 Sun 1-4 Masoud Kavianpour Metropolitan 703-801-0465

Oakton
(22124)

9941 Blake Ln $445,000 Sun 1-4 Donna Moseley Prudential Carruthers 703-623-5294

To add your FREE Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please contact:
In Great Falls, Salome, 703-917-6467, or

salome@connectionnewspapers.com
In Vienna, Don, 703-917-6466, or

donpark@connectionnewspapers.com
In McLean, Trisha, 703-917-6462, or

thamilton@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings are due by Monday at 3 p.m.

News

From Page 3

Language of Friendship

Photo Contributed

Great Falls Elementary students pose with kindergarten
students from the Eisugakkan School, who gathered to
greet them in Japan.

Similar to previous years, the
group began its tour of Japan in
Tokyo, then visited Kyoto,
Miyajima Island and Hiroshima
City before making its way to
Fukuyama to meet families from
the Eisugakkan School.

Cindy Taylor, a parent who had
never been on the trip before, said
the highlight of the trip for her was
visiting the Hiroshima Peace Me-
morial. “To me, it was so interest-
ing and touching to see how this
city that had been so devastated
by war had been completely re-
built,” she said, adding that the
city, its parks and its memorial
were “beautiful.”

“The city is so devoted to pro-
moting peace that they’ve become
a worldwide emblem for peace,”
Taylor said.

She, too, said Miyajima Island
was one of her favorite stops.
There, the group visited ancient
temples, climbed partway up
Mount Misen and met wild mon-
keys and deer that were so used
to people that they would ap-
proach tourists, hoping for food.
“You can imagine the island looked
that way for thousands of years,”
she said.

Corey said the temples were
impressively large. “And most of
them had a big statue in them sur-
rounded by a bunch of cool stuff
like torches,” he said, adding that
visitors could often light a candle
in honor of someone who had
died.

The families also went to a base-
ball game in Tokyo, where the
Yakult Swallows played against
the Yokohama Bay Stars. “The
Japanese love baseball,” Taylor
said, noting that the crowd, which
was divided according to the team
it supported, was raucous, but
only when their team was up to
bat. Supporters of the team in the
field were silent.

In a rare appearance, the crown
prince and the royal family were
in attendance at the game, much
to the delight of the crowd, Taylor
said. When the game was over, the
teams lined up and everyone faced
the crown prince, with no one
leaving until the royal family had
left, she said. “It was like every-
one just knew what to do.”

Daraius Unwalla, another par-
ent on the trip, said he had been
impressed that fans of the team up
to bat cheered constantly until
their team was out, singing chants
and opening and closing transpar-
ent umbrellas for half of every in-
ning. “Their baseball games are
just like ours, but the crowd is,
believe it or not, more into it than

we are,” he said.
His daughter Simone said cheer-

leaders had also been present at
the game and that beef and noodle
soup was served instead of
hotdogs. Also in Tokyo, Simone
and some others had visited the
Harajuku commercial district,
known for its over-the-top teen
fashion scene. There, she said, “Ev-
erybody wears these weird outfits.”

She said this trip was more fun
than the one she took with her
family when her sister graduated
from elementary school because
she knew more Japanese, was with
her friends and didn’t get lost on
the subway this time.

“That was a panicked morning,”
said her father Darius Unwalla, of
his daughter’s subway disappear-
ance three years ago.

Her mother, Kristen Runke, said
members of the group went to
Harajuku early in the morning and
watched it go from a quiet street
to a bustling scene full of “people
walking around in Little Bo Peep
outfits” in the course of half an
hour. “It was cool watching the
whole street transform,” she said.

Darius Unwalla said he had es-
pecially enjoyed the group’s time
in the city of Kyoto, which the Al-
lies did not bomb because of its
historic value. On his previous trip
to Japan, he said, the group had
not spent enough time there. This
time, they happened to be there
during a summer festival that in-
cluded floats, arcade games, a
wide variety of food and other at-
tractions. “We weren’t tourists any-
more. We were just part of the
crowd,” he said.

Taylor said the group’s hosts, as
well as the people they ran into,
were remarkably friendly and ac-
commodating. “The Japanese are
so gracious and welcoming,” she
said. “We were so warmly em-
braced everywhere we went.”

Hodge said the Eisugakkan

School had thrown “an enormous
summer festival,” including
games, lessons in dance and food
preparation, and traditional out-
fits, in the school’s gym to wel-
come their guests. “Visiting our
sister school and having them go
to such great efforts to make us
feel welcome by putting on this
summer festival was pretty over-
whelming,” she said. She noted
that teachers and students from
the school also had traveled to
Tokyo to welcome the visitors
when they arrived, and the former
prime minister’s wife had thrown
a reception.

Taylor said the children had
been well prepared to return the
etiquette by Great Falls
Elementary’s Japanese immersion
teacher Mamiya Worland, who
taught them appropriate greetings
and Japanese traditions like sleep-
ing on tatami mats, attending pub-
lic baths and using chopsticks. “I
was really impressed with how at-
ease the children were,” she said.
“They were really able to embrace
the experience, I think, because
they were prepared.”

She said her son Andrew had not
been nervous about leaving for a
weekend with a family that spoke
little English.

“They didn’t speak a lot of En-
glish, so I tried to speak as much
Japanese as I could,” Andrew said.
He said the family he stayed with
had taken him to a shopping mall,
an arcade, a barbecue and a pa-
per plane museum. The museum,
he said, “had really big planes.”

Andrew said he had been think-
ing about dropping Japanese im-
mersion classes the next year but
decided after the trip to continue
his study of the language.

In March, about 50 teens study-
ing English at the Eisugakkan
School will stay in Great Falls.
Hodge said it was an unprec-
edented number.
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Home Improvements and Repairs that Always Get an A+
Fully Insured Class A Contractor

Open 9-6 • 7 Days
     9023 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax, VA

703-573-5025
2 miles west of I-495 on

Rt. 50 (Vienna Metro)
CravensNursery.com

60-75% OFF
ALL POTTERY
3 New Truckloads

3 Cubic ft. Shredded
Hardwood Mulch $2.99

Bulk Mulch REG. 29.99 19.99 cu. yd.

SUMMER SALE
25% off All Trees &

Shrubs, Hosta, Cacti,
Orchids, Bonsai

All Annuals

PA. Wall Stone Sale

Free Estimates-
Hardscape/Landscape, Patios,
Walls, Walkways & so much more

full
pallet $29999

OFF SEASON PRICING
1/2

pallet $14999

25% OFF

Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736

Washington Christian Church...703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ... 703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church ... 703-757-8134

Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075
Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525
The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400
New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern ... 703-281-4411

Catholic
Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828
St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555

St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ... 703-938-6521

Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991
St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

St. Athanasius Lutheran Church... 703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ... 703-759-3509

Church of the Good Shepherd ... 703-281-3987
Dunn Loring United Methodist ... 703-573-5386
Ephiphany United Methodist ... 703-938-3494
Great Falls United Methodist... 703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ... 703-938-1233

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your
Faith Community

call Karen at:
(703) 917-6468

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

smithchapel@verizon.net
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

SUMMER WORSHIP
SUNDAY: 10:00 AM

Vale United Methodist ... 703-620-2594
Smith Chapel United Methodist ... 571-434-9680

Wesley United Methodist ... 703-938-8700

Non-Denominational
Christian Assembly Church ... 703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ... 703-560-6336

Korean Central Presbyterian ... 703-698-5577
Vienna Presbyterian ... 703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

Seventh-Day Adventist
Northern Virginia Christian Fellowship ... 703-242-9001

Vienna Seventh Day Adventists ... 703-938-8383

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax ...  703-281-4230

Unity
Unity of Fairfax ... 703-281-1767

b
b

b
b

Faith Notes are for announcements and
events in the faith community. Send to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

Northern Virginia Ethical Soci-
ety presents “The Ethics of Harry
Potter,” Aug. 22 from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
at the Vienna Community Center,
Vienna. Free. A copy of the curriculum,
which covers ethical themes in all 7
Harry Potter books, is available for $25
(individual) or $50 (organization). For
all ages; includes a discussion of ethical
issues raised in the sixth book and
movie. 703-876-9054 or
ALAnderson@aya.yale.edu.

St. John’s Episcopal Church sup-
ports over twenty outreach ministries,
including SHARE, Habitat for Human-
ity, Martha’s Table, and the Gen. Colin
L. Powell Leadership Club at Macfarland
Middle School in Washington D.C. Ser-
vices at 7:45 a.m., 9 a.m., 11:15 a.m.
and 7:30 p.m. St. John’s Episcopal
Church, 6715 Georgetown Pike,
McLean. 703-356-4902 or
www.stjohnsmclean.org.

Great Falls United Methodist
Church at 10100 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. 703-759-3705 offers “All
Things New,” an ecumenical worship
service, every Wednesday at 6 p.m.
Based on the Beatitudes of Jesus, for
people affected by anger, fear, stress,
dealing with rejection, credit abuse,
drug/alcohol abuse, physical/sexual
addiction or eating disorders.

Vajrayogini Buddhist Center of-
fers ongoing classes on meditation and
Buddhist philosophy, Mondays at 7 p.m.
at Unity of Fairfax, 2854 Hunter Mill
Road, Oakton. $10 per class. 202-331-
2122 or www.meditation-dc.org.

Faith

From Page 3

30 Years of
Business

The last 30 years have not been
challenge-free. The chairman said
that “we’ve weathered downturns”
in the market, including the 1980’s
recession, in which interest rates
sharply increased. That event “had
a chilling effect” on companies,
Blattberg said. He added that a
“severe downturn” occurred in
1990.

The recent economic troubles
have presented problems of their
own. Nevertheless, according to
Blattberg, “We’re beginning to . . .
see signs of life in the market.” The
chairman is not sure how long the
recovery will take, but says he is
optimistic about the future of the
economy.

As it looks back over 30 years,
the company also has plans for the
future. Blattberg would like for the
business to become more efficient
in the future, and says that com-
pany president Stacey Hoffman
has assisted in that process. The
chairman also stressed the need to
remain accommodating to innova-
tions in the construction industry.

“You can’t get locked in the
past,” he said. “We have to be open
to new ways of doing things.”
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Sports

Mattia Diop, 10, of McLean, middle, dives in during
his 50-meter breastroke race at this past weekend’s
NVSL All-Star meet.

Swimmers practice their flip turns in advance of the
NVSL All-Star meet held this past weekend.
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Swimmers Steal Spotlight at All Star Meet
New records set at
end-of-season NVSL
all stars meet.

By Colin Daileda

The Connection

S
pectators and coaches alike cheered
wildly as 10-year-old Mattia Diop
of McLean stepped up to the edge
of the pool. He stared out at lane

three through his airtight goggles, await-
ing the start of the 50-meter breaststroke
race. This was his event. He had been ex-
pected to win it all season. The problem was
this was the Northern Virginia Swim League
(NVSL) all-stars meet. Everyone he was rac-
ing against had been expected to win all
season, too.

The buzzer sounded, and the competitors
raced for the turn. Diop was no more than
a nose ahead at the halfway point, the swim-
mer in lane four very much in the contest.
With barely 10 meters to go, Diop glanced
over. Was he still there? Right on his shoul-
der.

Diop poured it on for the finish. He
slapped the wall, and immediately looked
up at the time board. First place, he had
done it. Diop leapt for joy, pumping his fist
in the air.

The race may have been a close one, but
tight competition has never scared Diop. He
knows what he has to do to reach the wall
first.

“I have to push harder,” said Diop. “I like
the competition. I always have.”

Competition is something the NVSL has
plenty of. Close to 600 athletes were vying
for medals at the league’s annual all-star
meet on Saturday, Aug. 1, and it required a
huge effort from both the league and host
pool Broyhill Crest to make sure everything

ran smoothly.
“We give all our credit to the host pool

first and foremost,” said meet manager Jack
Schaeffer. “They supply the majority of the
manpower to put this meet on. They work
tirelessly for months getting their pool
ready.”

The host pool’s job is to prepare for the
onslaught of swimmers and spectators. It is
NVSL’s job to select a good host, and make
sure they know what goes into putting on
such an event.

“You have to go through a process of ac-
tually applying to host a meet,” said NVSL
President Chris Loeser. “[Schaeffer] lets
them know what kind of an effort it is and
they go back to their board and say ‘OK,
are we willing to do this?’”

The league picked a winner this year.
“Broyhill Crest stood up to the task,” said

Schaeffer.
The host pool ran a smooth meet, help-

ing the swimmers put on a show. The meet
had it all, dominant individual perfor-

mances, close races and a few underdog
stories.

When 12-year-old Connor Cason of
Shouse Village stepped up to lane one for
the 50-meter butterfly, he knew all too well
about the boy two lanes to his left. Andrew
Seliskar of McLean was the NVSL’s fastest
butterflier in the 11-12 year-old age group,
and he was poised to prove that at the all-
star meet.

Undeterred by Seliskar’s reputation,
Cason was in front through 25 meters.

“When I did my flip turn, I saw I was up
front a little bit,” said Cason, still grinning
with excitement as he recounted the race.
“I just took it home from there. I just had to
[go] as fast as I could.”

Cason kept up the speed from the first
length, and let out a “Yes!” as soon as he hit
the wall. It was the NVSL David over Goliath
moment of the day.

But the Davids of the sports world rarely
come out on top. Amanda Kendall, 18, went
into the NVSL all-star meet already the

owner of the league’s 50-meter butterfly
record. The Kings Ridge swimmer closed the
day having set the bar even higher in the
butterfly and captured the 50-meter
freestyle record to boot.

“The freestyle was exciting because I broke
a new record,” said Kendall, whose last NVSL
race was her record-setting butterfly swim.
She also broke the 15-18 50-meter freestyle
record that was previously held by Great Falls
native and Yorktown graduate Katie Radloff.
“I know this is my last NVSL meet ever so,
got to go all out, you know? Leave every-
thing in the pool, which I feel I’ve accom-
plished, so I’m happy.”

Having set two records in the same meet,
Kendall has much to be proud of. But so do
the lesser-known swimmers, the ones in the
first heat simply looking for a personal best
time. Every athlete in attendance has had
to wake up for practice during the week,
and been up before the sun on Saturdays
for meets. All those hours in the pool paid
off by making it to the all-star event.

Westwood’s Matt Callahan broke two DCCL
records this past weekend.

Sports Briefs
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DCCL All-Stars
At the 2009 Dominion Country Club League All-Star

meet, on July 25-26, Westwood Country Club’s Matt
Callahan, 17, led all swimmers by winning three gold
medals and breaking two league records. Callahan
broke the 15-18 boys’ 50-meter breaststroke league
record, which had stood since 1994. He also broke
the league’s 15-18 boys’ 50-meter backstroke league
record with a time of 27.66. Laura Kellan also won
three gold medals while Audrey Kellan, Krissy
O’Malley and Kayla O’Malley each won two gold med-
als for Westwood. Erin Callahan and Palmer Lloyd also
took a gold medal. Westwood swimmers taking silver
and/or bronze were: Natalie Brendsel, Monica
Brendsel, Stephanie Brendsel, Tom Fenninger, Connor
Barrand, Alex Baca, Zach Roeder and Alec Dolton.
Other top six finalists were: Will Roeder, Peter Dolton,
Jeremy Timblin, Grace Fisher, Victoria Tilson, Bohe
Hosking, Andrew Baca, Allison Harwick, Nathan
Paolozzi, Mallory Brodnik, Tristan Timblin, Molly
Anspach, Ryan Stumvoll, Johnny Lockard and Craig

Strasbourger.
The Hidden Creek Hurricanes finished off the season

with several outstanding swims at the DCCL all-star meet
as well. Sierra Jeter and Tiger Barbee once again led
the way with first-place finishes in each of their indi-
vidual events. Jeter took first place in the 11-12-year-
old girls’ 50-meter freestyle, 50 butterfly, and 100 indi-
vidual medley. Barbee won the 13-14 boys’ 50 free, 50
backstroke and 100 IM. Hidden Creek was also represented
in the finals by Warren Breiseth, Ben Barbee, Carolyn
Barbee, Grace Nalepka, Regan Glembocki and Kelly Dore.

Runner-Up at AAU Tournament
The 15-under Nova Cavaliers, a McLean/Falls Church

based AAU Basketball team representing the Potomac Val-
ley Region, recently finished runner-up at the Division III
AAU Basketball National Championship at Boo Williams
Sports Complex in Hampton, Va. The team, coached by
Jerry Lin and Dan Reagan, was comprised of players from
local high schools: Sango Amolo, Daniel Lewis, Kevin

See Sports Briefs,  Page 13
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

• Great Pay!
• FT/PT

Summer
Schedules

• Sales/Service

• No Exp.
Necessary

• All Ages 17+
• Conditions

Apply

703-359-7600

COLLEGE STUDENTS
& 09 H.S. GRADS

EARN PAID TIME OFF!
CNA’s/Companions/Live - Ins 

Needed immediately to  help with  daily 
meals, errands, chores, laundry, etc. 
Flexible schedules - work when you 
want.  Paid training, double time for hol-
idays.    PT/FT.   Call now 703-766-4019.

HOUSE CLEANERS
PT/FT. M-F.  Day work.  Sal. range  $10-14/hr. 
Will train. Car necessary. Call 703-255-0746

LICENSED PHARMACY TECH

Locally owned, fast paced NoVa Inde-
pendent drug store is looking to add to 
our team. If you possess excellent people 
& communication skills and want to 
work in a true community pharmacy 
please respond! Serious inquiries may 
be   directed   to:   Fax 703-938-5242   or 
E-Mail to viennadrug@aol.com. Work 
history & qualifications should be in-
cluded.

BEST CHILDCARE JOBS!
F/T, P/T, On-Call, Top Salaries

No Fees, Must be 21, Legal & Drive
References Req’d
703-838-2100

White House Nannies, Inc

WESTWOOD COLLEGE
Earn a bachelor degree in just three years at 

Westwood College
Call 877-852-9712 today to receive your 

free Career Success Kit!
www.westwood.edu/locations

CAREER  EDUCATION

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

SEEKING REPORTER
Join our group of 17 award-winning
weeklies in the suburbs of Washington, DC;
we’re looking for an experienced, energetic,
prolific reporter to cover several
communities, including Potomac, Md.,
eastern Loudoun County, plus some general
assignment reporting. (Yes, this is a difficult
job.) Cover events, write features, news,
crime, politics and in-depth stories,
participate in project reporting and writing.
Job requires passion for people, ability to
multi-task, lots of energy, strong reporting
and writing skills. Send cover letter, resume
and three clips to Mary Kimm, Publisher
and Editor, Connection Newspapers,
resumes@connectionnewspapers.com

FULL TIME SPORTS
WRITER NEEDED
Cover high school and community
sports in suburban Washington DC
for award-winning chain of weeklies.
Cover events, write features and par-
ticipate in project reporting and writ-
ing. Job requires passion for sports,
energy, ability to find interesting sto-
ries, strong writing and reporting
skills. Must have demonstrated ability
to make deadline. Sports writer cov-
ers a large beat including multiple
sports per season across many high
schools. Send cover letter, resume and
three clips to Mary Kimm, Publisher
and Editor, Connection Newspapers,
resumes@connectionnewspapers.com

PART-TIME OR FREELANCE
REPORTER NEEDED
General assignment reporter to cover
Arlington and/or Mount Vernon, writ-
ing news, business, feature stories and
more. We will consider a part-time
reporter who would write a set number
of stories per week, or freelance, paid
by the story. Ability to provide digital
photos to accompany stories also
required. Low pay, but fascinating beat
and rare opportunity to work in jour-
nalism. Aspiring reporters without
published clips can apply for a 4-6
week internship (unpaid). Please email
cover letter, resume, three clips and a
few story ideas to Mary Kimm, at
resumes@connectionnewspapers.com.

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
Email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Recently I read in The Washington Post
Sports section of the death of Sue Burns,
58, part owner of The San Francisco
Giants. (As much as I’m trying not to think
about death, I do find myself spending a
bit more time perusing the Obituary sec-
tion, although Ms. Burns’ mention was
found in the sports section.) The descrip-
tion as to the cause of her death was fairly
ordinary and typical, I would imagine,
unless you’re a current and/or former can-
cer patient and in my case, a writer with a
different, perhaps unique, perspective.

It read “Sue Burns ... died of complica-
tions of cancer.” My initial reaction was
sadness: that a woman so young, presuma-
bly with so much to live for (a part owner
of a professional baseball team) died at age
58. Then Kenny the writer, the one with
cancer reacted: Died of complications
from cancer! How else do you die from
cancer? The way you’re supposed to? How
is that, exactly? I’d like to know. I sort of
have an interest in the answer/outcome.
Moreover, so far as my first seven months
as a known cancer patient are considered,
how does one not have complications
from cancer? That’s all cancer is, a series of
complications. The complications are not
separate and apart from the cancer, that is
the cancer doing its cancerous thing. To
say one died from complications of cancer
is akin to asking Mrs. Lincoln how she liked
the play, aside from the assassination that
is.

Perhaps I’m too close to the reported
cause of Ms. Burns’ death, however, to be
an objective reader. Perhaps I’m too sensi-
tive to the situation: someone dying in
their 50s from cancer. But maybe not.
Maybe I’ve just become knowledgeable
enough, after my own diagnosis, to notice
when a buyer is not being aware or in this
case, when a cause of death is being com-
plicated unnecessarily.

As a salesman, one of the most time-
honored and respected adages for success
is to “k.i.s.s.” – keep it simple, stupid. So
too might that advice apply to a reported
cause of death. Cancer, in and of itself, is a
sufficient cause of death; it need not be
expounded upon for any kind of effect or
newsworthiness. “Cancer” kills, it doesn’t
require a further explanation.

I realize that the reporting of Ms.
Burns’ death, located in the sports section
within a six-column-inch box with other
items of the day rather than in the obituary
section (where it also may have appeared,
but I never got that far), was likely not
intended to be anything more than a sim-
ple statement of the semi-facts.
Nevertheless, it seemed to minimize can-
cer as enough of a cause of death.

For those of us fighting this dreaded
disease, and for the millions who have pre-
ceded us, it’s more than enough. Cancer
may not be for the weak of heart, and if it
was, it wouldn’t be a complication, it
would be one of cancer’s insidious tenta-
cles reaching out to inflict its unique brand
of pain. Death comes to us all.
Unfortunately, for cancer patients, it may
come a bit sooner. And if it does, it ain’t
from no stinkin’ complication; it’s from the
cancer, the mother of all complications.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

Time For
A Rant

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Lastova and Thomas Van Wazer from
McLean; Tristan Evans from Langley; and
Julio Matondo, JD Robinson and Sachin
Gangele from Falls Church. Other players
were Sean O’Rourke, Mike James and Eddie
Kedda from Freedom South Riding High
School.

The team finished pool play with a 3-0
record and earned the first seed in bracket
play over Basketball Stars of America
(Pittsburgh), Speed City Chargers
(Woodside, Va.), and Aiken Warriors
(South Carolina). The prelims featured a
key win over the Aiken Warriors in the
final game of pool play, where Thomas
Van Wazer led the team with a 16-point,
four-rebound performance.

In the semifinal round, the Cavs faced
off against Team Venom from Virginia and
held on for an emotional 42-38 win to ad-
vance to the National Championship
game. All nine players scored in the vic-
tory.

In the championship game, the Cava-
liers struggled early on against Kingdom
Athletes from Greensboro, N.C. before
losing, 59-49. Sango Amolo led the team
by averaging 13 points per game in the
tournament. Although the Cavaliers fell
short of winning the national champion-
ship, they made the best run in the
program’s five-year history.

NOVA Senior Olympics
Registration for the 2009 Northern Vir-

ginia Senior Olympics is up 20 percent over
last year at this time, according to Betsy
Bailey, the event’s registration chairman.
More than 25 indoor and outdoor events
are scheduled to take place Sept. 12-23 at
various venues throughout Northern Vir-
ginia. The registration deadline is Aug. 28
and the registration fee has remained at
$10. For more information, call 703-228-
4721 or check the Web site at
www.novaseniorolympics.com.

From Page 12

Sports Breifs

The Nova Stars recently took
second place at the AAU National
Championships.
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School Notes

Send School Notes to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com. Dead-
line is Friday.

Luke Parker, the son of Donald Parker
of McLean was awarded a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Earlham College during com-
mencement ceremonies on Saturday, May 9.
Parker majored in Psychology.

Andrew Paulson of Great Falls has
been named to the spring 2009 dean’s list at
the Westminster Choir College of Rider Uni-
versity, Princeton, N.J.
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

bob@rstarcomputerman.com
703-535-3254
ComputerMan

for Individuals &
Small Businesses

PERSONAL
COMPUTER
SERVICES

✓ Advice on Equipment
✓ Set Up and Configuration
✓ Installation
✓ Troubleshooting
✓ Tutorials and Instruction
✓ General Help

101 Computers

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

Y & Y CLEANING
13 yrs Exp. 

Excellent Refs, 
Guaranteed Satisfaction,

Call Yamilet 

703-967-7412

CLEANING CLEANING

George Ruben
Electrical & Handyman

Services
Serving No. Va. for 20 Years

703-408-0431
Licensed & Insured

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18

Connection Newspapers are now

available on our Web Site in PDF format,

page by page, identical to our weekly

newsprint editions, including print

advertising. Go to

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

  Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?
Try a better way

to fill your
employment

openings

•Target your best job
candidates
where they live.

•Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

•Proven readership.

•Proven results.

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

703-917-6464 • Fax 703-917-0992
E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Cascades

Herndon

Reston
Dulles
Airport

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean

Ashburn
Sterling

South
Riding

1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

Lansdowne

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

I'am a 
slow walker, 
but I never 
walk back.

-Abraham Lincoln
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Brian M. Sperty Remodeling

Kitchens and Baths
30% less than Home Store Prices

Class A and Insured

703-791-2003
Bsperty2@comcast.net

•

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-803-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@yahoo.com

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

C&M PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 

PAINTING
DRYWALL REPAIR

WALLPAPER REMOVAL
Licensed   Insured    Bonded      FREE ESTIMATES

703-250-4241

PAINTING PAINTING

EMERGENCY REPAIRS
JOE RAFFERTY
ROOFING

• Asphalt • Slate • Gravel • Metal •
• Chimney Repairs • Waterproofing •

• Senior Citizen Discounts •
“Stopping Leaks is Our Specialty”

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES
1-800-333-6084, 703-597-9486
LICENSED       BONDED      INSURED

ROOFING ROOFING

HOUSECLEANING
Apts, Houses, Town, 

res./comm./offices
5 days  a wk, 

Only 2 people Honest. 
Call Claudia 

703-888-2524

LIC INS

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

703-862-5904 or
703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CARE_MORE
CLEANING
SOLUTIONS

DECKS

DECK RENEWAL
High Pressure

CLEANING/SEALING
● Fencing 

●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

Classic Builders Inc.

Complete Home
Improvement

and Handyman
2nd Story additions to Decks

Since 1998
703-867-0119

Class A

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

Why wait any longer.
Call today so we can build your dream.

•Custom Homes  •Kitchens
•Baths  •Additions  •Basements

Call today for a free consultation

703-314-1995
www.rthomesVA.com

VA Class A Contractor license # 2705116601A

RT Homes
We build your dreams

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

PAINTING

www.Patriot Painting.net

Deep Summer
Discounts

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

CLEANING

IMPROVEMENTS

The reward of a thing 
well done, is to have done it.

- Ralph Waldo Emerson

Community

T
here wasn’t a food fight at Katie’s
Coffee, but a lot of stuff you can
eat is all over the walls. And that’s

exactly what the artists of Great Falls in-
tended.

Each month, the coffee house at 760
Walker Road features the work of local art-
ists in changing exhibitions that highlight
home-grown art talent. The subject of the
August show is “Food.”  So while you are
having a cup of java or eating Irish bangers
at Katie’s (part of the Old Brogue Irish Pub),
you’ll also be looking at fabric cupcakes, a
pottery plate of pasta, cherry pie jewelry,
even a bottle of wine in the snow—all art-
fully mounted on the wall.

In all, there are 23 pieces in the exhibi-
tion.  “The subject was ‘food,’ and the only
constraint was that each piece could not
exceed 154 square inches,” says Walt
Lawrence, a photographer who is repre-
sented in the show and helped to hang it.
“How the various artists interpreted that
illustrates how creatively they stretched the
meaning of the subject.”

Katie’s Coffee mounts the monthly shows

in partnership with Great Falls Studios, a
network of 88 artists who live or work in
Great Falls. Most months, the exhibit fea-
tures the work of a single artist. Every Au-
gust, the show is themed and highlights
many artists—from painters to photogra-
phers, potters to jewelry designers. All the
works are for sale.

Great Falls Studios also partners with the
Seneca Hill Animal Hospital, Resort & Spa,
which makes the walls of its facility avail-
able to Great Falls artists as well. Exhibits
there usually feature animals, nature, land-
scapes and related subjects. The shows
change every three months. An exhibit of
the work of painters Jennifer Duncan and
Naz Akbar, as well as photographer Dee
Leggett, is available for viewing through the
end of August. The facility is located at
11415 Georgetown Pike.

Great Falls Studios was formed in 2003
and has grown rapidly since. It holds vari-
ous art shows, festivals and sales during the
year. Its signature event is the annual Great
Falls Art Studios Tour which this year will
be held on October 17 and 18. Largely be-
cause of the Tour, in which visitors meet
artists in their home studios on the back
roads of the village, Great Falls has become
recognized as a leading center for the arts
in northern Virginia. Great Falls Studios
works together with the non-profit Great
Falls Foundation for the Arts to help make
Great Falls a more artful place.

Contributed

Twenty-three pieces of “food art” are on display in a new exhibit by
local artists at Katie’s Coffee through the end of August. They include
‘Insalata Caprese,’ a watercolor by Linda Jones (above).

Food Hits the Wall
At Katie’s Coffee
New art
exhibition features
stuff you can eat.
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Accessories For Home & Garden
Great Falls Center, Great Falls, Virginia

703.759.2825
FineLANDSCAPES

L     I     M     I     T    E    D

Luxury Design & Build
Great Falls, Virginia
703.421. 7441

End of Summer Sale
40% All In-stock Summer Classics

 Now through Labor Day


